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A WARM WELCOME!

Members will recall
Damian Dillon’s marvellous 
first-hand account of the 
Boscastle floods with
which he regailed diners
at the 2004 Old Boys’
Dinner (and which was then
printed in the January 
2005 edition of this
esteemed publication).

Well, our intrepid
explorer, not to be put-
off by a little rain, 
returned to Boscastle 53
weeks after the floods
for a holiday and hardly
noticed any differences.

He reports: “We enjoyed
nice weather, most of the 

water came in bottles,
and we knew we were onto
a good thing when we saw
this omen sitting in
Padstow harbour - a boat 
named 'Moreana'!” 

This eventuality is even
more spooky when you 

DAMIAN’S RETURN consider that we had
already been asked to
consider an article for 
this edition explaining the 
name Moreana! 

Apparently confusion is
reigning supreme in some
quarters over the origins 
of the name for this
esteemed publication.

MOREANA was the name
of the original school
magazine which older 
Members will, no doubt, 
recall.

It was an A5 black &
white publication
consisting of a goodly
number of pages each

Whilst visiting the school
recently to undertake
some research for this
esteemed publication it
struck this editor that
many Members would be
amazed if they saw the 
modern entrance lobby of
the old place.

Gone is the serving hatch 
that graced the narrow, 
dimly-lit entrance 
corridor in the 70’s, which 
may or may not be opened
by the secretary
(depending on her mood)
when sharply rapped upon
by an erstwhile visitor.

Gone also is the larger
serving hatch that 
replaced it further down
the even-darker corridor
in the 80’s and 90’s. 

In fact they seem to have
ditched the municipal 
dining room look
altogether in favour of
lavish marble flooring and
open plan reception desks.

The effect is so dramatic
that you find yourself 

almost asking for a room
on the top floor with 
ocean views and an early 
morning wake-up call! 

The whole thing is
staffed by a dedicated 
team of Receptionists 
(the secretaries having
been ensconced in, no-
doubt, lavish executive 
offices behind the scenes
complete with pot plants 
and water-coolers).

Opposite the “check-in” is
displayed the Dan 
Shanahan library
containing numerous 
books on St. Thomas
More.

Belinda and Theresa were
game enough to pose for 
the camera on the occasion
of my visit. Their calm and
relaxed appearance belying
the problem with the
celebrity guest staying in
the penthouse!  

edition and was produced
fairly regularly for at
least three years.
Contents included various 
submissions from boys 
and staff together with 
sports results, etc.

The name, so we are 
reliably informed, has
Latin influences but is not 
exactly grammatically 
correct. It was (and is) 
intended to loosely mean
“things pertaining to More 
(as in St. Thomas)“. 

In an effort to link the 
past with the present it
was chosen as the title
for our Association’s
newsletter when the 
Association was formed.

Quite why someone should
name their boat Moreana
is beyond us, but perhaps 
the owner is an Old Boy! 
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WELL-REMEMBERED

As it has done for every 
year since 2000, this 
esteemed Association will 
be holding our ever-
popular Old Boys’ Dinner
in the school dining hall on
Saturday 28th October 
at 7.30pm for 8.00pm.

Members who have
attended previous such
events will agree that the
catering will be of an 
exceedingly high standard
and will consist of a 5-
course meal that will
include the, now almost
mandatory, Roast Beef 
and Apple Pie (although
not on the same plate).

This gastronimic delight 
will be supplemented by
the usual Intercourse 
Bingo (if you haven’t 
attended you’ll be none-
the-wiser) and the £5.00 
raffle where fortunes can 
be made (or lost!).

This year’s speaker will be 
Old Boy Paul Clancy who,
as a member of the Magic
Circle, is sure to
entertain us with tales of
mystery and
demonstrations of some
of his skills as a magician.

As usual ties will be worn
(that once, or maybe
twice, yearly outing for 
the Association tie that is 

EATING AND 
DRINKING (AGAIN)! 

the fashion statement it
is for those of us who own
one).

Tickets costing £18.50
are available to Members 

On Friday 23rd June we, 
once again, held our tradi-
tional Old Boys’ Memorial 
Mass to commemorate 
the deceased pupils and
staff of the school.

This year, however, the 
occasion was made even
more poignant than usual 
by the recent death of former Headmaster Don 

McGregor who had died
earlier that week.

Special remembrance was
made of him and David 
Finnigan (who had known
him since he became

Headmaster in 1964) de-
livered a sober, yet amus-
ing, eulogy at the end of
the liturgy.

As usual the seriousness 
of the Mass gave way af-
terwards to an extremely 
enjoyable light-hearted
social occasion with
everyone enjoying the 
tremendous buffet paid
for by the Association.

only and may be
purchased by sending a 
cheque payable to St.
Thomas More Old Boys’
Association to the 
address at the bottom of
the page.

To find out what this man is willing to do for money
come to this year’s dinner... 

The list of deceased had,
notwithstanding Don 
McGregor’s departure, 
grown yet again and, as
you will read later in this
publication, has already 
increased by at least one
since then.
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